New Evidence On the Renney Belue-Renney Pruett Connection from Halifax Virginia
Discovery of 1766 Deed with “Renney Pruett” Signature.   Halifax County Clerk’s Office personnel in late June 2009 discovered the original 1766 deed transferring title of 150 acres from Renney Pruett to William Lax.  Renney signed the document in three places in his own handwriting. The document is witnessed by Samuel Lewis, David Pruet, and James Bates, who also all signed in three places. The deed is written on a single sheet of parchment (roughly 12” x 13”) on both front and back sides.

The deed was found with a group of loose papers that pertained to a lawsuit involving Joseph Mays.  Evidently, the “Renney Pruett” signed deed was put with those papers as supporting evidence related to that law suit.  The deed was never recorded, nor returned to the purchaser William Lax, as would be normally the case.  

Fortunately, Mr. Lawrence Martin remembered that he had few weeks earlier, at Helen Burcham’s request, searched for records having an original signature of “Renney Pruett.”  When the 1766 signed deed was found, he copied it and sent the copy to Helen.  A few days later Helen sent me a copy.
On Friday, July 17th my wife and I traveled to Halifax, VA to see the original parchment document.  Mr. Martin not only showed us the deed but pinpointed the area of the county where Thomas Pruitt’s 1000 acres were located.  When my wife asked Lawrence how the deed was just found now after 240 years, he paused and said, “Sometimes people just want to be found.” 

Handwriting analysis.  On July 21st  I showed my copy of the 1766 Halifax County deed to two of my associates who have been professionally trained in handwriting analysis.  They compared the signatures of “Renney Pruett” on that document with samples of “Renney Belue’s” signature taken from his last will and testament dated 1797 and from his signatures on each of his three sons, Zachariah, Renney Jr, and Reuben’s 1786 applications for Revolutionary War Claims.  

 I wanted to explain to my associates something about the documents but was told to wait until after their analysis was completed.  One of them very methodically first examined each document individually to understand the internals of each one before doing signature comparisons.  

For example, on the 1766 Halifax deed she observed two different styles of writing. The deed text was written in an American style while the “Renney Pruett” signature and that of “David Pruet” used a European style of writing.  She identified James Bates’ handwriting, one of the three witnesses on document, as the drafter of the deed’s text.  
She then proceeded to give me a psychological interpretation of the "Renney Pruett" signatures.  The three signatures of “Renney Pruett” on the 1766 deed are all different!  At least the “Pruett” portion of the signatures.  The signer signed “Pruett” differently each time he signed.  She described the signer as very much a conflicted individual.  Her words, “Here is a man not comfortable in his own skin.”  

She contrasted that with “Renney Belue” signatures which came from four different documents spanning 1786-1797 -- an 11-year period.  In each instance, the “Renney” and “Belue” parts of the signature are internally consistent with each other.  Most importantly for us, she explained that the “Renney” parts of the signatures all were consistent with one another including the “Renney” in the 1766 deed.  This consistency spans a 31-year period while the three “Pruett” signatures probably made within minutes of each other were not consistent at all either with each other or with the “Renney” part. 
My associates’ conclusion:  The 1766 document was signed by Renney Belue but it was not his normal signature.  For some reason the signer felt compelled to write “Pruett” instead of his normal signature.
Only after her analysis was complete did I explain about Renney Belue and the Pruett connection.  I told her the story of Thomas Pruett and Judith Chastain. I explained  DNA analysis indicated Renney Belue and Thomas Pruett’s direct-male descendents had matching DNA results for 37 markers tested.  Thomas most likely was the biological father of one or more of Judith Belue’s children. I also explained Thomas Pruett in 1759 had deeded to “Renney” 150 acres in the name of “Renney Pruett,” along with two other of his acknowledged sons, Abraham and John Farmer.
Her comment.  “Yes, that would explain my observations about the “Renney Pruett” signature on the 1766 document.  In his own mind, he was “Renney Belue” and was uncomfortable signing the deed using a different last name.”

 My supposition.  Thomas Pruett in 1759 deeded 150 acres to each of three illegitimate sons as a way of taking care of his obligation toward them outside of his formal last will and testament.  He gifted the 150 acres to Renney  in the name of Renney Pruett “… for love & affection for my loving son, Renney Pruett….”1  When Renney decided to cash out in 1766 and move on, he was required to sign the deed over using the name “Renney Pruett.”  
Thomas’ references to “Renney Pruett” may denote a degree of closeness that Thomas felt towards Renney. Thomas may have considered him to truly one of his sons.  
Another item to note:  In every instance Renney spelled his name “R-e-n-n-e-y” which is rather unusual spelling.  In fact, I can not recall seeing it spelled it quite that way by any one else.
1 Halifax County Virginia Deed Book 2, 159-1768, p. 2
Based on the above, I have concluded that Renney Pruett and Renney Belue are in fact the same person and, furthermore, that my ancestor Renney Belue’s origins are indeed connected to the Belue, Chastain, and Pruett families who lived in and around Manakin, Virginia in the early 1700s.  
Ron Mitchell of Sterling, Virginia  
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Signature Sources:  
1) The original 766 deed signed by “Renney Pruett” located in the Halifax County Clerk’s Office, Halifax, Virginia. (3 signatures)
2) Revolutionary War Claims applications which Renney Belue signed in 1786 as a witness on the individual application for each of his three sons, Zachariah, Renney [sic], and Reuben. Union County, South Carolina. 

3) Renney Belue’s last will and testament signed by him in 1797, Union County, South Carolina. 
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